Planning and Environment Committee Minutes  19th August 2026			
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WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
	MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE	
HELD AT 32, WATERLOO STREET, ON
WEDNESDAY 19th August 2026
 
Meeting Commenced: 7.00 pm 
Meeting Concluded:    8.24 pm 

PRESENT: Councillors Caroline Reynolds (C), Ray Armstrong, John Carson, Peter Crew, Ciaran Cronnelly, Justyna Pecak-Michalowicz, Marcia Pepperall and Richard Tucker.

ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE: Samantha Bishop (Democratic Services Manager) and Alison Garner (Democratic Services Officer).

	91
	Apologies for Absence and Notification of Substitution

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Tim Taylor with no substitution. 


	92
	Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Caroline Reynolds declared a non-pecuniary interest as a School Governor at  Walliscote Primary School regarding planning application 1561.  Councillor Ciaran Cronnelly declared at pecuniary interest as a Director of Alliance Homes regarding planning application 1596 and would leave the room when this application was discussed.	

	93
	Minutes of the previous Planning and Environment Committee Meeting held on 24th June 2026. 

The minutes from the previous meeting held on 24th June 2026 had been previously circulated.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Ray Armstrong
SECONDED BY: Councillor Ciaran Cronnelly

A vote was taken and accordingly it was carried.

RESOLVED: That the minutes of 24th June 2026 be approved and signed by the Chair

	Notes of the previous Planning and Environment Inquorate Meeting held on 22nd July 2026.

	

	The notes had been previously circulated.

	

	Notes of the previous Planning and Environment Inquorate Meeting held on 22nd July 2026.

	

	The notes had been previously circulated.

	

	RESOLVED:  That the Notes of the Inquorate Meeting held on 22nd July 2026 be received and noted.





	
	PLANNING


	94
	Matters for Consideration – There were none received.

Matter for Noting –  Which were previously circulated for information.

a) How Somerset should look in future
· Scope of the Somerset Local Plan
· Local Plan Engagement Plan
· Local Plan Vision and Outcomes

RESOLVED: Noted.

b) Planning appeal – 26/P/0751/FUL Land Rear of 14, George St, WsM

RESOLVED: Noted.
	
Planning Applications and other Planning Matters submitted to the Town Council for consideration.

The Committee considered all applications in respect of the weekly lists provided by North Somerset Council dated: 

At the time of despatch, this includes weekly lists dated:

a) 13th July to 19th July 2026			
b) 20th July to 26th July 2026		
c) 27th July to 2nd August 2026		
d) 3rd August to 9th August 2026	
The following applications were discussed with further comment and recommendations as follows:
	Application Number
	 Comments

	1371
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were satisfied that the neighbouring property would not be overlooked and therefore supported this application.

	1401
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee had no concerns as long as the bedroom met minimum size requirements and supported this application.

	1422
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee noted this was an amendment to the materials being used and therefore supported.

	1436
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were satisfied with the application and therefore supported.

	1451
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committed noted that the application was due to a modification between Live West and Persimmon Homes defining the percentages and removing one affordable house from the existing application.  The Committee were in support as long as it did not affect 106 funding.

	1207
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were satisfied that the application was linked to the main building and therefore were in support.

	1320
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were in support and appreciated the improvement.

	1428
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were happy to support this application.

	1373
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were satisfied that this was outside the conservation area and were therefore happy to support.

	1486
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were happy to support noting that this was a big improvement.

	1522
	NEUTRAL - WSM TC – The Committee felt that the consent from the building owner had not been sought and were concerned regarding the accessibility of the application and were therefore neutral.

	1523
	OBJECT   - WSM TC – The Committed upheld the objections received and refused the application based on the impact on the residential amenity (noise).

	1531
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee noted that the application had already been determined in advance of the target date (which was 16/9/26) and therefore supported.

	1546
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were happy to support this application.

	1558
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were satisfied that the neighbouring property would not be overlooked and therefore supported this application.

	1510
	SUPPORT - WSM TC -  The Committee were happy to support this application subject to concerns raised regarding the relocation of the recycling provision and all three jetwash points being undercover to minimise the effects on pedestrians.

	1561
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were in support of the application and recommended urgent action. 

	1566
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were satisfied with the application and therefore supported.

	1596
	SUPPORT - WSM TC – The Committee were in support of the application if prior approval was needed.



RESOLVED: That the Town Council’s comments on planning applications discussed be directly uploaded to the ‘Uniform’ website as part of the system of work requirement by North Somerset Council.  This information would also be reflected on the Town Council’s website with hyperlink back to North Somerset Council’s website for referral purposes


	
	ENVIRONMENTAL


	95
	Roadmap to Zero Monitoring Report Carbon Footprint Analysis
The report of the Senior Development Officer had been previously circulated which gave a quarterly update on the Town Council’s carbon footprint. It was noted that at this point (Q1) it was confirmed there was nothing stand out in the statistics when compared with previous years.

The Committee discussed the fuel used for the mower and sought clarification as to why diesel was being used when the Committee had previously approved the use of HVO fuel. This would be clarified and communicated the Committee by Officers.
 
RESOLVED: That the Roadmap to Zero Monitoring Carbon Footprint Analysis report be received and noted, thanking the Senior Development Officer for the useful report.


	96
	Arboricultural Report
The report of the  Arboricultural Consultant had been previously circulated. 

The Maltlands and St Colonel Stephen’s Way were identified as places of interest for potential tree planting.  Haywood Village was identified as an area with a low tree canopy and should be considered as a future area for tree planting when transferred to North Somerset Council.

RESOLVED: That the Arboricultural Report be received and noted and that the areas identified be reported to the next Tree and Plant Group Meeting.


	97
	Environment Budget

Financial Monitoring of the Environment Budget
The Financial budget sheet 2026-2027 year to date expenditure – report on F&GP had been previously circulated together with the Roadmap to Zero budget allocation report from the Community Wellbeing Development Officer.

The purpose for the reports was to update the Committee on the current financial position of the environmental budget for 2026-2027 and provide direction regarding Roadmap to Zero budget.

The Committee:
· discussed the budget allocation for Environmental and community projects, including potential support for Scrapstore and Growing @ Grove Park. It was noted that there was currently limited capacity to provide a full year’s progress update against the roadmap.
· considered retaining the existing Net Zero budget while allocating a proportion of the available funding to other suitable projects. It was noted that only approximately 4% of the budget had been spent, with around £44,000 still available. It was agreed to bring forward further ideas and proposals for consideration at the next meeting.
· [bookmark: _Hlk238112983]The potential inclusion of additional tree planting as part of devolution was also discussed, including the possibility of planting trees along pathways. It was agreed that a future agenda item regarding a change of Terms of Reference should be included to consider and recommend any changes to the way the Environmental budget was allocated and spent.

RESOLVED:  That;
1. That the Financial monitoring budget sheet and Road Map to Zero budget report  be noted.
2. The Environmental budget be deferred to the next meeting to allow ideas and proposals for consideration.


	98
	Community Scrapstore
The draft minutes of the Grants & Governance Sub-Committee had previously been circulated.
The Committee noted the resolution at Minute No. 90.1.3, as follows:
1. To award Community Scrapstore NS £1,000 from the Small and Voluntary Grants Budget. 
2. To recommend to the Finance and General Purpose Committee that further consideration be given to supporting the request for an additional £4,000. 
The Committee was advised that the additional £4,000 could potentially be funded from the Environmental Budget. The matter had therefore been brought before the Committee to seek its endorsement of the proposed expenditure.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Peter Crew
SECONDED BY: Councillor Ciaran Cronnelly
A vote was taken and the proposal was carried.
RESOLVED: That the Committee endorsed the allocation of £4,000 from the Environmental Budget in support of the Community Scrapstore grant application.


	
	There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at  8.24pm.

Signed……………………………………………………………Dated ………………………… 
Chair of the Planning and Environment Committee
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