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1. Introduction

1.1 This policy sets out the Council procedures for managing leave of absence when
you are unable to attend work, are taking annual leave or need time off, for the
management of such absence in a fair and consistent way.

1.4 We wish to ensure that the reasons for absence are understood in each case.
In addition, where needed and reasonably practicable, measures will be taken to assist
those requiring change in a considered and meaningful way.

1.5 This policy does not form part of any employee's contract of employment and it
may

be amended at any time. We may also vary the procedures set out in this policy,
including any time limits, as appropriate in any case.

2. Scope and purpose

2.1 This policy covers all employees at all levels and grades regardless of status
except
those employees who are in their probationary period.

2.2 The purpose of the policy is to ensure that staff understand the Council’s
expectations in terms of attendance at work. In applying this policy, we aim to ensure
that attendance is managed appropriately and consistently and that employees
receive

relevant support, minimising the disruption caused to services and staff from
absences.

3. Medical Appointments

In general, appointments to see a GP, dentist or optician should be made for outside
working hours. Paid leave will not normally be granted for non-emergency visits.

The Council appreciates that it is not always possible to avoid appointments during
the working day and will judge each case individually in deciding whether any paid
time off should be granted. In most cases, employees will be required either to use
part of their annual holiday entitlement or to make up any lost time.

Employees who have a medical condition which will require regular appointments
during the working day should discuss their situation with their line manager so that
appropriate arrangements can be made.
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You may be required to provide evidence of any appointment for which time off is
needed.
Necessary paid time off will be granted for cancer screening.

4. Ante-natal Care/Adoption Appointments

We recognise that some of our colleagues may not identify with the term ‘maternity’,
so we have added the term ‘pregnant parent’ into this policy to ensure inclusivity.
However, for simplicity, and in line with legislation, the term ‘maternity’ will still be used
in our forms and systems, including payroll, so please note that where used, this term
includes all pregnant parents.

5. Pregnancy Related Appointments

Employees who are pregnant are entitled to paid-time off to attend ante-natal
appointments provided that attendance is based on medical advice. For second and
subsequent appointments you may be required to produce an appointment card or
similar evidence of the date and time of the appointment.

While there is no limit on the number of appointments that an employee can attend,
the Council does have the right to refuse time off where it is reasonable to do so.
Employees are therefore expected to take reasonable steps to arrange antenatal
appointments at a time that will require the minimum amount of time off.

Part-time workers should attempt to arrange appointments for days when they are not
required to work and all employees should try to avoid appointments in the middle of
the working day in order to minimise disruption.

If your partner is pregnant or you are a pregnant parent, you are entitled to unpaid time
off for up to two antenatal appointments. If you wish to exercise this right you should

notify your line manager of the date and time of the appointment. You may be asked
to provide written evidence that an appropriate appointment has in fact been made.

6. Adoption Appointments

Employees who are adopting on their own, or have elected to be the primary adopter
may take paid time off to attend up to five adoption appointments in certain
circumstances.

If you are the partner of the primary adopter, you may take unpaid time off on up to
two occasions to attend an adoption appointment.

7. Maternity/ Pregnant Parent Leave
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As a pregnant parent you are entitled to take maternity leave which lasts for a
maximum of 52 weeks. This applies to surrogate birth parents too. Employees with at
least six months’ service will also be entitled to be paid Statutory Maternity pay (SMP)
for up to 39 weeks of their absence. Because this is a statutory payment there are a
number of procedural requirements that must be met in order to make sure that an
employee qualifies. The most important requirements are set out below, but if you
have any doubts about the rules that apply you should speak to the CEO/Town Clerk
or your line manager who will make sure that you have all the appropriate information.

Notification

To qualify for maternity leave you must provide the Council, no later than the end of
the 15th week before your Expected Week of Childbirth (EWC) (when you are
approximately 6 months’ pregnant) with the following information:

a) that you are pregnant;

b) the date of the week your baby is due (your expected week of childbirth or
EWC);

c) when you intend your maternity leave to start (this date can be changed later —
see below); and

d) you must provide the Council with the Application for Maternity Leave form
(available from HR) and the MATB1 form from your doctor or midwife sometime
after the 21st week of your pregnancy — please check that it's been signed no
earlier than 20 weeks before your due date. You need to give this to your
manager as soon as possible.

In some circumstances, the Council may be able to accept other medical evidence of
when your baby is due, so if there is any difficulty in providing the MATB1 certificate
you should discuss this with your line manager. If you intend to take advantage of the
right to shared parental leave, you should inform the Council of this fact at the same
time as you notify the intended start date of your leave.

Start of Maternity Leave

Generally, it is up to you to decide when to start your maternity leave. However, your
leave cannot begin any earlier than the beginning of the 11th week before your EWC.
Where it is safe to do so, you may choose to continue working right up to your child’s
birth.

However, your maternity leave will begin automatically if you are off sick for a
pregnancy-related reason at any stage in the four weeks immediately before your
EWC.

If your baby is born before the date that you have notified as the start date for your
maternity leave then your maternity leave will begin on the day following the birth.

You may change the date on which you intend to start your maternity leave, but you
must notify the Council of your new start date at least 28 days before the original date
given (or the new date, if that is sooner). If there is a reason why you cannot give this
notice then you should explain the situation to an appropriate line manager and the
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Council will attempt to accommodate your changed circumstances. However, the
Council may need to insist on delaying the start of your leave until at least 28 days
have passed since your notification of a changed date.

When your baby is born you should inform the Council of this fact as soon as is
reasonably practicable.

Duration of Maternity Leave

The standard length of maternity leave is 52 weeks. Once you indicate the intended
start date of your leave, the Council will send you a written notification of your expected
date of return.

Unless you give due notice to the Council of an earlier date of return, it will be assumed
that you intend to take your full 52-week entitlement and you will not be expected back
at work before your leave ends. You do not then have to give any notice of your return
although it would be sensible to contact your line manager some time in advance to
discuss any arrangements that may need to be made.

At the end of your maternity leave you are generally entitled to return to the same job
as you had before your leave began. If you are away for more than 26 weeks, however,
there may be circumstances in which that is not reasonably practicable. In that case,
the Town Council will provide you with a suitable and appropriate role at the same
level of seniority and on no-less favourable terms and conditions

Dismissal or Resignation

While on maternity leave you remain employed by the Town Council and bound by
your contract of employment. If you decide that you want to leave your employment
you will need to submit your resignation in the normal way.

The Town Council will not dismiss you for any reason related to your pregnancy or
your exercise of any right which arises from it. However, if separate circumstances
require your dismissal (for instance, because of redundancy) then that will bring your
maternity leave to an end.

If your position becomes redundant during your maternity leave then you will be
offered any suitable alternative work that is available.

Maternity Pay

Statutory Maternity Pay (SMP) is paid to employees who have at least 26 weeks’
service immediately before the 15th week before the expected week of childbirth and
whose pay is above the Lower Earnings Limit for paying National Insurance
Contributions (this changes each year). Employees who earn below that amount may
be entitled to a state benefit called Maternity Allowance. The Town Council will provide
you with an appropriate form to help you claim this, where appropriate. However, if
you have more than one year’s continuous local government service immediately
before the 11th week before your expected week of childbirth, additional rights apply,
see below.
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To pay SMP, the Town Council needs to be given at least 28 days’ notice that you
intend to claim it. This will normally be given when you inform the Town Council of
your intended start date for maternity leave. If it is not possible to give 28 days’ notice,
you should give as much notice as is reasonably practicable.

SMP is paid for a maximum total of 39 weeks. The first 6 weeks are paid at 90 per
cent of your normal weekly earningsl and the remaining 33 weeks are paid at a flat
rate specified in legislation (this changes each year). Where you have more than one
year’s continuous local government service as referred to above, you will be eligible
to be paid by the Town Council 90 per cent of your normal weekly pay for the first six
weeks (offset against any MA payable) even if you are not eligible to be paid SMP.

1. This is based on an average of your total earnings in the eight weeks immediately
preceding the 14th week before your expected week of childbirth

2. For these purposes, a week’s pay is as stated in the contract of employment for
normal working hours or, where there are no normal working hours, the average over
the last 12 working weeks.

Where you have more than one year’s continuous local government service as
referred to above, and you declare in writing to the Town Council an intention to return
to work after your maternity leave for at least three months, then, after the first six
weeks of maternity leave, you will be paid for the next 12 weeks half a week’s pay per
week in addition to SMP or MA, subject to a maximum payment per week of your
normal weekly earnings.

In the event that you do not return to work for three months following your leave period,
you will be required to repay the Town Council any payments made to you in the 12-
week period in excess of SMP or MA, or such part thereof as the Town Council may
decide.

Your entitlement to SMP will be affected if you undertake any paid work (other than
‘Keeping in Touch’ days, described below) or are taken into legal custody at any time
during your period of SMP entitlement. You should inform the Town Council
immediately of any such change in your circumstances.

a) This is based on an average of your total earnings in the eight weeks immediately
preceding the 14th week before your expected week of childbirth

b) For these purposes, a week’s pay is as stated in the contract of employment for
normal working hours or, where there are no normal working hours, the average over
the last 12 working weeks.

Returning to Work Early

Not every employee will want to take the full 52 weeks of maternity leave. Some may
simply want to return to work early and others may wish (with their partner) to take
advantage of the right to shared parental leave (see below).

In order to plan to accommodate an early return the Town Council is entitled to ask for
8 weeks’ notice of the new date, and if that is not given, may delay your return until 8
weeks have passed since your notification.
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In any event the law requires that you must not be permitted to return to work during
the two weeks immediately following the birth.

Returning to Work

On your return to work after a period of maternity leave you will have regular 1-2-1
meetings with your line manager in order to assess individual needs and enable
workplace integration support levels.

Returning to Work Late

Following your maternity leave, you are required to return to work on the date notified
to you as your expected date of return. If you are unwell on that date then you should
follow the sickness absence procedure set out in Section 6.2 of this handbook.

If you are entitled to begin some other period of leave (such as annual leave or parental
leave) then you should ensure that you have followed the appropriate procedure for
taking such leave as set out in this handbook.

Maternity Suspension (Health and Safety Reasons)

Depending on the nature of your job, there may be circumstances in which it is unsafe
for you to continue working while you are pregnant. In some circumstances the law
requires a pregnant employee to be suspended on full pay or transferred to alternative
duties. Jobs which may come under this category are identified in the risk
assessments that the Town Council has carried out under its health and safety policy.
If you are affected by any health and safety issues connected with your pregnancy
then the Town Council will discuss any detailed arrangements that need to be made
until it is safe for you to return to your original duties.

Adoption Leave

Employees who are matched with a child for adoption may be entitled to take up to 52
weeks’ adoption leave. Adoption leave is also available to individuals fostering a child
under the "Fostering for Adoption" scheme.

Where two parents are adopting a child, only one of them may take adoption leave,
and the other (whether a man or woman) is entitled to take paternity leave. If both
adoptive parents qualify, they may each take shared parental leave.

The arrangements for taking adoption leave are similar to the arrangements for taking
maternity leave, but there are several important differences. The key ones are set out
below, but if you believe you are entitled to adoption leave you should discuss the
situation with an appropriate line manager who will ensure that you have all the
necessary information.
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Notification

If you intend to take adoption leave you should notify the Town Council of this within
seven days of being notified that you have been matched with a child for adoption (or
as soon as is reasonably practicable).

Your notification should set out:

a) the date when the child is expected to be placed with you; and
b) the date when you want to start your adoption leave.

As with maternity leave, you can change your mind about the start date provided the
Town Council is given at least 28 days — or as much notice as is reasonably
practicable.

The Town Council is entitled to require proof of the adoption which usually takes the
form of a matching certificate provided by the agency placing the child.

Adoption leave is the same in duration as that of maternity leave and will last for 52
weeks unless you choose to return early or take advantage of shared parental leave.
You may choose to start the leave from the date when the child is placed with you or
at any time in the preceding two weeks.

If, for any reason, the placement is brought to an end — for example because the match
turns out to be unsuitable — then adoption leave will continue for 8 weeks beyond the
end of the placement. After that period of time you will be expected to return to work
as normal.

Adoption Pay

The arrangements for statutory adoption pay are similar to those for SMP (set out
above). If you have more than one year’s continuous local government service by the
week in which you are notified that you have been matched with a child, additional
rights apply in line with the maternity pay provisions above.

Returning to Work Following Adoption Leave

Your return to work at the end of your adoption leave is on the same basis as for the
end of maternity leave (set out above).

8. Paternity Leave

Employees with are entitled to take paternity leave if they expect to have parental
responsibility for a child and they are either the mother’s partner or one of the adoptive
parents. The purpose of the leave must be either to care for the child or to provide
support for the child’s mother or adoptive parent.
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For births or adoption placements before 6 April 2026, you will only qualify for paternity
leave if you have 26 weeks’ continuous service, either ending with the 15th week
before the expected week of childbirth or ending the week in which the agency notified
you have been matched with a child. This qualifying period does not apply to births
where the baby is due on or after 5 April 2026 but is born prematurely, or in any case
where the mother or primary adopter has died.

There are a number of administrative requirements that must be met in relation to
taking paternity leave and employees should discuss their plans with their line
manager at as early a stage as possible. The following paragraphs set out the basic
requirements, but there are additional requirements that must be met when adopting
a child from overseas and employees in this position should talk to their line manager
who will make sure that full information is provided.

Employees entitled to take paternity leave are entitled to take two weeks of leave which
can be taken as consecutive or two non-consecutive blocks of one week and no
individual days can be taken except with the agreement of the Town Council.

Paternity leave cannot start before a child is born or placed and must be taken at some
stage within the first year following birth (except when the child is born prematurely in
which case the leave must be taken within the 52 weeks following the expected week
of childbirth).

Most new parents choose to begin paternity leave on the date their child is born, but
you may if you wish begin the leave at any time you choose provided that the whole
of the leave is taken by the end of that year.

In order to qualify for paternity leave you must notify the Town Council at least 15
weeks before the expected week of your child’s birth and give at least 28 days' notice
before the date you would like to take each period of leave or within 7 days of having
been notified that a child will be placed for adoption. As an exception to this, if your
expected week of childbirth falls between 5 April and 25 July 2026 and you had less
than 26 weeks’ continuous employment at the end of the 15th week for the expected
week of childbirth, 28 days’ notice can be given before the date you would like to start
paternity leave in order to qualify for paternity leave. Your notification should specify
how much leave you intend to take and when you intend the leave to begin. Should
your plans change, you will need to give the Town Council 28 days’ notice of any
revision.

Statutory paternity pay (SPP) is payable during paternity leave, provided you have at
least 26 weeks' continuous employment ending with the 15th week before the
expected week of childbirth or the week in which the adoption agency notified you of
a match, and your average earnings are not less than the lower earnings limit set by
the government each tax year. Paternity leave is payable at the statutory rate, which
is subject to change every year or 90% of your average weekly earnings (whichever
is lower).You can check the most up-to-date figure with the CEO/Town Clerk or your
line manager.
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Where an expectant mother nominates a Town Council employee to assist in the care
of her child and to provide support to the mother at or around the time of birth, the
Town Council may grant the employee paid Maternity Support Leave. The employee
may take up to 5 days’ time off at or around the time of childbirth, as agreed with the
CEO/Town Clerk or their line manager. There is no requirement to have a specific
period of service to be eligible for this leave.

However, if you have more than one year’s continuous local government service
additional rights apply and you will be eligible for one weeks paid leave.

9. Bereaved Partner’s Paternity Leave

This policy is intended to reflect the statutory provisions and provides guidelines
only. If there is any conflict between this policy and the statutory provisions, the latter
will prevail.

Employees are entitled to take statutory bereaved partner’'s paternity leave (BPPL) if
a child’s mother/primary adopter has died within 52 weeks of the child’s
birth/adoption placement and the employee is the child’s father or partner of the
mother/primary adopter and they have the main responsibility for the child’s
upbringing and be taking the leave to care for the child.

Leave can start at any time after your bereavement and be taken as a single period
that can last up to 52 weeks after the date of birth/adoption placement. If the
bereavement takes place at any point in the last two weeks of that 52-week period,
you can take the leave for up to two weeks after the bereavement.

Notification
To start BPPL in the first eight weeks after the bereavement

You, or someone on your behalf as necessary, need only give notice to us to do so
before you are due to start work on the first day of leave. Notice can be given
verbally or in writing. You must tell us: the bereavement date; the child’s date of
birth/adoption placement; and the leave start date. If you have already started work,
then officially your leave period will start on the following day.

In addition, and no more than eight weeks after the bereavement and at least one
week before the return date, you must tell us in writing how long you intend to be
absent and the date you intend to return to work. If you intend to return to work more
than eight weeks after the bereavement, you must also include, in this written
notification, the child’s date of birth/adoption placement and a declaration that you
meet the necessary relationship condition to the child or to the mother/primary
adopter and that you are taking the leave to care for the child.

If you want to cancel starting such leave or change the start date to another date
also falling within the first eight weeks after the bereavement, you can do so by
giving notice no later than the day before it was due to start or the day before the

Page 12 of 22



new date (if earlier). If you want to change the start date to a date falling more than
eight weeks after the bereavement, the notice must be in writing and given before it
was due to start and at least a week before the new date.

To start BPPL more than eight weeks after the bereavement

To do so, you need to give us at least a week’s written notice which contains all the
information above, namely: the bereavement date; the child’s date of birth/adoption
placement; the leave start date; how long you intend to be absent; the date you
intend to return to work; and a declaration that you meet the necessary relationship
condition to the child or to the mother/primary adopter (including having the main
responsibility for the child’s upbringing) and that you are taking the leave to care for
the child.

You can cancel starting such leave, or change the start date, with at least a week’s
written notice before it was due to start or before the new date (if earlier).

Changing the return to work date

You can change your return to work date by giving us one week’s, or eight weeks’
where it was more than eight weeks after the bereavement, written notice before that
date or before the new date (if earlier). Your return date cannot be later than 52
weeks after the date of birth/adoption placement.

Pay and other leave

BPPL is unpaid, save for, if you are entitled to statutory paternity pay and have not
yet claimed it, you may do so during your BPPL. Please see our Paternity Leave

policy.

If you are eligible for statutory shared parental leave and pay, this is likely to be more
beneficial than BPPL. Please see our Shared Parental Leave policy.

Compassionate, Bereavement or Dependants leave may be available, at our
discretion, under our separate policies.

10. Parental Leave

Parental leave is a flexible form of unpaid leave designed to help employees spend
time caring for their children. Parental leave can be taken up until the child’s 18th
birthday and is available to employees and those who have formal parental
responsibility for a child.

The basic entitlement is for 18 weeks of unpaid leave in respect of each child.
Parental leave must usually be taken in blocks of one week or more and no more than
four weeks’ leave will be granted in a single year. However, more flexibility is available
in respect of disabled children and you should discuss your requirements with the
CEO/Town Clerk or your line manager if this applies to you.
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A request to take parental leave should be submitted 21 days in advance. While the
Town Council will always try to accommodate requests for parental leave, it has the
right to postpone any leave for up to six months in order to accommodate the needs
of the organisation.

No postponement will be required if you choose to take your first instalment of leave
immediately after the birth or adoption of your child. In such circumstances you need
only inform the Town Council of your intention 21 days before the expected date of
birth or placement. The leave will then begin automatically when your child is born or
placed with you.

Parental leave is an entitlement that can be transferred from one employment to
another. You may therefore join the Town Council with some outstanding parental
leave attaching to a particular child. In such circumstances you should be aware that
the qualifying period for taking parental leave still applies and you will need to have
been employed for at least one year before you can resume taking parental leave.

Shared Parental Leave

Shared parental leave is a flexible form of leave available to both parents designed to
encourage shared parenting in the first year of a child’s life. It allows a more flexible
pattern of leave than the traditional arrangement under which the mother takes
extensive maternity leave and the father takes a short period of paternity leave.

Employees who give birth or adopt remain entitled to take the full 52 weeks of leave if
they choose to do so and the arrangements described above for maternity and
adoption leave continue to apply. However, an employee may choose to share part of
that leave with their partner provided that certain qualifying conditions are met. When
leave is shared in this way, there is no need for the ‘primary’ leave taker to have
returned to work. Both parents can

be on leave at the same time, provided that the combined amount of leave taken by
the parents does not exceed 52 weeks and provided that all of the leave is taken
before the end of 52 weeks following the birth of the child or its placement for adoption.

Generally, parents will qualify for shared parental leave provided that both are working
and that each has at least 26 weeks’ service with their respective employers. To
exercise the right, both parents must inform their employer that they intend to take
shared parental leave — usually at the same time as the employer is notified that an
employee is pregnant or plans to adopt. They must also give an indication of the
pattern of leave that they propose to take.

A parent proposing to take a period of shared parental leave must give the Town
Council 8 weeks’ notice of any such leave. Depending on the circumstances, it may
be possible for the Shared Parental Leave to be taken in intermittent blocks, with one
parent returning to work for a time before taking another period of shared parental
leave. Such an arrangement can only be made with the agreement of the Town
Council. While every effort will be made to accommodate the needs of individual
employees, the Town Council may insist on shared parental leave being taken in a
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single instalment. Any decision as to whether to permit intermittent periods of leave is
entirely at the Town Council’s discretion.

An employee absent on shared parental leave will be entitled to a weekly payment
equivalent to the lower fixed rate of SMP. The number of weeks for which payment will
be made will vary depending on the amount of SMP paid to the mother while on
maternity leave. Essentially, if the mother ends (or proposes to end) her leave with 10
weeks of SMP entitlement remaining, the parent taking shared parental leave will be
entitled to be paid for the first 10 weeks of leave.

Because of the number of options available, shared parental leave can be quite a
complicated entitlement. If you want to take advantage of shared parental leave you
should discuss this with the CEO/Town Clerk or your line manager who will check that
you qualify and help guide you through the procedure.

During Maternity/Adoption or Shared Parental Leave

The Town Council is keen to keep in touch with employees who are on extended
periods of leave, to inform them of any news and consult them over any changes which
may take place in the organisation. However, we appreciate that many employees
would prefer to be left alone at this very important time in their lives. In order to get the
balance right, the CEO/Town Clerk or your line manager may, before your leave
begins, discuss with you how best we can keep in touch while you are away.

Please be aware, however, that if an important issue arises on which you need to be
consulted, the Town Council may have a legal obligation to discuss the issue with you
and keep you informed.

11. Keeping in Touch Days

Employees during a period of maternity, adoption and bereaved partner’s paternity
leave are entitled to 10 keeping in touch days (KIT days). These allow the employee
to attend work to catch up on the latest developments, undergo training or some other
development activity, or to take part in important meetings without losing their right to
subsequent pay entitlements. Employees on shared parental leave are entitled to a
further 20 KIT days.

These ‘keeping in touch days’ are entirely voluntary and employees will not be required
to take part, nor is the Town Council under any obligation to arrange for keeping in
touch days. Any payment for attending work on such days will be agreed between the
Town Council and the employee at the time the keeping in touch day is arranged.
There is no legal requirement to receive pay for these days.

Pregnancy Loss
Here at the Town Council we know that pregnancy loss can be a devastating
experience whether it happens to you, your partner or the surrogate having your baby.

We know that sadly it's more common than people may think and that the challenges
at work are often misunderstood.
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If you are reading this because you have been affected, we are sorry for your loss. We
want you to know that we understand that for some, pregnancy loss whenever or
however it happens is a type of bereavement and that getting the right support at work
is crucial. The Town Council are committed to giving all affected colleagues the
support that they need.

The purpose of this policy is to define what types of pregnancy loss are covered and
give you information about what leave you can take.

What is pregnancy loss?

e Miscarriage — the spontaneous loss of a pregnancy during the first 24 weeks. If

a miscarriage happens in the first 24 weeks of pregnancy, any sickness

absence the birth mother needs to take is likely to be considered a ‘pregnancy-

related illness'. 'Pregnancy and maternity' is a 'protected characteristic' under

the Equality Act 2010.

Stillbirth - the loss of a baby from 24 weeks, during labour or birth

Ectopic pregnancy — when a fertilised egg develops outside the womb

Molar pregnancy — when an abnormal fertilised egg implants in the uterus

Neonatal Loss — the loss of a live-born baby up to 28 days after the birth

Embryo transfer Loss — when an embryo transfer during fertility treatment

doesn’t result in pregnancy

e Abortion or termination of pregnancy- a medical or surgical procedure to end a
pregnancy

Pregnancy loss from 24 weeks (Stillbirth and Neonatal loss)

The law and your rights are different if you are affected by pregnancy loss from 24
weeks.

If you are the pregnant parent and experience a stillbirth or neonatal loss you are
entitled maternity benefits and do not need to use this policy.

As from 6th April 2020 colleagues who experience the loss of a child under 18
(including stillbirth and neonatal loss) are entitled to 2 weeks leave and statutory
bereavement pay. This includes all parents including adoptive parents, foster parents
and intended parents.

Time off

All colleagues who have been affected by pregnancy loss (including partners and
those affected by loss through fertility treatment from the point of embryo transfer) will
be eligible for full paid leave if they are not able to access either Maternity or Parental
Bereavement Leave. This includes whether it happens to you, your partner or the
surrogate having your baby. There is no limit on the number of times you can take it if
you are affected by more than one loss.

We won’t assume to know how much leave you might need as everyone’s situation is
different. This Policy isn’t about creating a one-size fits all approach. It's about
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highlighting all the different ways that we can support you — so you can decide what
works best for you.

It doesn’t matter how long you've worked here or how many hours you work; all
colleagues are entitled to this leave with full pay. As a guide, we’ll generally give up to
5 days paid leave — but some situations may need more, or less.

It’'s important that you contact your manager as soon as possible if you are affected
by pregnancy loss, so that we know what’s happening and how we can support you.
If you don't feel like you can speak to your manager remember we have an Employee
Assistance Programme (EAP) who can provide colleagues with support.

We would encourage you to let your manager know so that they can support you
during this difficult time and help you return to work, however if you would prefer not
to tell anyone please use the Absence Policy instead. Just so you know, any sickness
absence that is recorded as pregnancy related does not count towards absence
triggers.

If you have been affected as a family member (as a grandparent for example) and
need time off to support your loved one, please discuss with the CEO/Town Clerk.

Neonatal Care

The Neonatal Care (Leave and Pay) Act 2023 came into effect on 6 April 2025,
providing a new leave and pay entitlement for parents with a baby in neonatal care.

Neonatal care leave (‘NCL’) is intended to support employees whose baby is receiving,
or has received, neonatal care. In line with changes made to other forms of family
leave in the Employment Rights Bill, employees can benefit from NCL from day one
of their employment.

At the birth of the baby, the employee must be one of:

e the baby's parents,

e the baby’s intended parents (applicable to surrogacy),

e partner to the baby’s mother (who are unrelated and living with them in an
enduring family relationship) with the expectation they will have responsibility
for raising the child.

If adopting, similar principles as above apply.

To qualify for NCL, the baby must be born on or after 6 April 2025.

NCL must be taken to provide care for the baby. In the very sad circumstances where
the baby dies after NCL has been accrued, employees are still able to take the leave
as this care requirement is disapplied.

Neonatal care must have taken place or begun within the first 28 days of birth (counting

from the day after the baby is born) and care must continue for a period of at least 7
continuous days (beginning on the day after neonatal care starts).
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There are three narrow categories of medical care which will count as “neonatal care”:

e any medical care received in a hospital;

e medical care received elsewhere following discharge from hospital. Such care
must be under the direction of a consultant and includes ongoing monitoring
and visits to the child by healthcare professionals; or

e palliative or end of life care.

The length of NCL will be dependent on how long the baby receives neonatal care but
is capped at a maximum of 12 weeks. Parents will be able to take one week of leave
in respect of each week the baby receives neonatal care without interruption. An
uninterrupted week of care begins on the day after care started, which means that the
baby must have been receiving uninterrupted care on 8 consecutive days (including
the day that care started) for a parent to be entitled to one week of NCL. The earliest
NCL can start is the ninth day following the start of the baby’s uninterrupted care.

The week begins on the day after care started.

For parents of twins or other multiple births, neonatal leave cannot be claimed in
respect of babies who are receiving care at the same time. For example, if both twins
were to receive care for a period of 6 weeks, the parents would only be entitled to 6
weeks of leave. The maximum amount of leave remains 12 weeks.

Any leave must be taken within 68 weeks of the baby’s birth (or placement or entry to
Great Britain in the event of adoption). The basic idea of NCL is that it will be tagged
onto the end of the employee’s family leave. This is because an employee whose baby
is admitted for neonatal care is highly likely to be on some other family leave at that
time — typically maternity or paternity leave. The idea is then that they would be able
to take NCL at the end of their planned family leave, so that the time their baby spent
in neonatal care is compensated for.

The Town Council also needs to cater for those emergency situations when the
employee isn’t already on leave whilst the baby is in neonatal care. This is most likely
to be because a father or partner’s paternity leave has run out while the baby is still in
hospital.

As a result of this effort to provide flexibility and reduced notice requirements, there is
a distinction between the time the leave is used, referred to as tier 1 or tier 2 periods.

If NCL is taken whilst the baby is receiving care (and up to a week post discharge),
this will be classed as a tier 1 period. Tier 1 leave can be taken in non-continuous
blocks of a minimum of one week at a time.

All other leave falls within the tier 2 period and must be taken in one continuous block.

In line with other parental leave, employees are expected to provide notice of their
intention to take NCL stating:

Their name

The baby’s date of birth (or date of placement/entry to Great Britain if adopting)
The start date or dates of neonatal care

The date neonatal care ended (if applicable)
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The date on which the employee wants to take the leave

The number of weeks of NCL the notice is being given for

That the leave is being taken to care for the baby

Confirmation that the employee is eligible to take the leave due to their
relationship with the baby

The required length of notice differs depending on when the leave is taken.

It should be noted that the Town Council and employee can agree to mutually waive
any notice requirements.

The right to receive statutory neonatal care pay (‘SNCP’) requires 26 weeks of service
and earnings on average of at least £123 a week. This mirrors the entitlement to
maternity and shared parental leave pay.

An employee will generally take NCL at the end of their other parental leave
entitlement (unless interrupted). Whilst the underlying intention is to extend the overall
period of leave that can be taken, the Town Council may find that some eligible
employees choose to end their maternity leave once statutory maternity pay ends at
39 weeks and then move to NCL and SNCP for 12 weeks. This would allow for almost
awhole year of paid leave (albeit at statutory rates for employers who do not enhance).

12. Jury Service/Other Time Off

There are a number of circumstances in which employees have a right to time off from
work either with or without pay. These include jury service and certain public duties
such as serving as a local councillor, magistrate or school governor. Where a need for
such time off arises, you should discuss the matter with the CEO/Town Clerk or your
line manager who will consider what arrangements should be put in place.

While the Town Council will do its best to accommodate time off in these
circumstances, the requirements of an employee’s role may mean that the amount of
time off granted may be limited.

Where serving on a jury would lead to a level of absence that would be detrimental to
the organisation, the Town Council may require you to seek a deferment.

13. Compassionate/Bereavement Leave

In the event an employee suffers a bereavement in their immediate family (mother,
father, brother, sister, spouse, civil partner, partner, child) the Town Council will
exercise its discretion to allow reasonable time off immediately after the death and to
attend a funeral. What is reasonable will be determined on a case by case basis and
the type of leave, whether paid or unpaid, will depend on the circumstances and the
relationship the employee had with the individual.

As from 6th April 2020 parents will be entitled to two weeks' if they lose a child under
the age of 18 (including a still birth after 24 weeks of pregnancy).
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In addition, there may be occasions where it may be necessary for an employee to
take compassionate leave. Again, this will be considered on a case by case basis and
dependent on circumstances, may be paid or unpaid.

An employee will not be eligible to receive paid bereavement or compassionate time-
off benefits while off, or absent from work because of holiday, sickness (paid or unpaid)
or for any other reason.

14. Emergency Time Off for Dependants

The Town Council recognises that situations arise where you need to take time off
work to deal with an emergency involving someone who depends on you. Your
spouse, partner, civil partner, child or parent, or someone living with you as part of
your family can all be considered as depending on you. Others who rely solely on you
for help in an emergency may also qualify.

For further detail as to who counts as depending on you and guidance on individual
circumstances, please speak to the CEO/Town Clerk or your line manager.

Provided the reasons for such a request are genuine and you inform the Town Council
as soon as possible that you need this time off, you will be allowed reasonable unpaid
time off work to deal with such emergencies.

The right to time off only covers emergencies. If you know in advance that you are
going to need time off, you will not qualify for this type of leave and you therefore
should arrange this with the Town Council by taking another form of leave, such as
annual leave, parental leave etc.

If an emergency occurs and it is not possible for you to inform your line manager in
advance of any absence you should contact a Senior manager as soon as possible to
inform them of the situation. Appropriate arrangements may then be put in place.

If you suffer some other personal emergency you should talk to the CEO/Town Clerk
or your line manager who will discuss what arrangements can be made to grant you
compassionate leave. These arrangements will always be at the discretion of the Town
Council and will depend on the circumstances of the case and the impact that any
absence on your part may have on the organisation. However, the Town Council will
be sympathetic to your need for time off (which may be paid or unpaid at our discretion)
to deal with the situation and make any arrangements that may be necessary.

15. Time Off in Lieu

Permission to work extra hours and the granting of Time Off in Lieu (TOIL) will be
considered on a case by case basis but the following principles will apply:

1. Where it is agreed or required that you work outside of your normal hours you will,
subject to these conditions, be granted an equal amount of TOIL but you must gain
permission in advance from your line manager, or in the case of the CEO/Town Clerk,
the Chairman of Personnel, to work or take TOIL.
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2. Although Management will take note of hours worked in addition to your contractual
hours, you must also log this time on the People First system to avoid any
discrepancies

3. The maximum amount of TOIL which can be accrued by staff is 15 hours in total
(other than in very exceptional circumstances approved in advance by the CEO/Town
Clerk). This will apply on a pro-rata basis for part time staff.

4. TOIL should be taken within three calendar months of being accrued.

5. Management will try to allow TOIL to be taken at times agreeable to you however
where a mutually acceptable time cannot be agreed Management will inform you of
when TOIL must be taken.

16. Annual Leave

Your individual holiday entitlement, including the calculation of any holiday pay, is set
out in your contract of employment. This section of the handbook outlines the general
approach taken by the Town Council to requests for annual leave.

All annual leave must be agreed in advance with your line manager. You should not
make firm travel plans or commitments until a request for leave has been granted and
the Town Council will not take such plans into account when dealing with conflicting
holiday requests.

All requests for leave should be made at least two weeks in advance. The means of
requesting leave may change from time to time and you should comply with whatever
procedure is in place at the time of the request.

Your line manager may refuse any request for leave if it would result in the workplace
being understaffed or otherwise prejudice the organisation. Leave is likely to be
refused if it is requested for a particularly busy period or a time when other employees
have already had leave approved.

Certain times of year are particularly popular times for requesting holiday. Generally,
subject to the needs of the organisation, leave will be granted on a first come first
served basis, but exceptions may be made in the interests of ensuring that holiday is
spread through the year on a fair and equitable basis.

All employees are encouraged to take their full holiday entitlement during the holiday
year which runs from 1 April to 31 March. However, it is your responsibility to schedule
your holiday so that it can be taken at an appropriate time.

Employees will not usually be permitted to carry over more than five working days of
their annual holiday entitlement into the following holiday year. If you have been
prevented from taking it in the relevant holiday year by one of the following: a period
of sickness absence or statutory maternity, paternity, adoption, shared parental,
parental, parental bereavement, carer's, or neonatal care, or bereaved partner’s
paternity, leave. In cases of sickness absence, carry-over is limited to four weeks'
holiday per year less any leave taken during the holiday year that has just ended. Any
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such carried over holiday which is not taken within eighteen months of the end of the
relevant holiday year will be lost.

Employees who leave their employment during the course of a holiday year will be
entitled to a pro-rata payment reflecting leave accrued but not taken. Where an
employee has, at the time their employment ends, taken a larger proportion of their
leave entitlement than the proportion of the holiday year that has expired, then a
deduction will be made from the final payment of salary to reflect the holiday which
has been taken but not accrued.

The Town Council may insist on annual leave being taken at particular times,
depending on the needs of the organisation and these are set out in your contract of
employment. We will give reasonable notice of any such requirement (the length of
the notice given will be at least twice the duration of the leave the Town Council
requires the employee to take).

If you become sick or injured during a period of annual holiday, you must follow the
sickness absence notification and certification procedures set out in section 5 of the
Absence Review Policy, though you must obtain a doctor’s certificate no matter how
long the absence. You will be regarded as being on sick leave from the date of a
doctor’s certificate and you may take such days as annual holiday at a later date.

The Town Council may refuse to allow or require annual leave to be taken during the
notice period of any employee who has resigned or been dismissed.

17. Reserve Forces

The Town Council supports employees who are also member of the reserve forces.
Such employees have specific entitlements relating to time off including arrangements
for them returning to work after a period of deployment. Employees who are members
of the reserve forces or who are considering joining should discuss the implications
with the CEO/Town Clerk or their line manager.

18. Review of policy

17.1 This policy is reviewed bi-annually by the Town Council and where materially
amended is

consulted on, where necessary. We will monitor the application and outcomes of

this policy to ensure it is working effectively.
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